The Third Arab-Israeli War
Powers therefore warned that any obstruction of free passage
in the Straits of Tiran or the Gulf of Aqaba was contrary to
international law "entailing a possible resort to the measures
authorized by Article 51 of the U.N. Charter*', namely, mea-
sures that may be undertaken in exercise of the right of self-
defence.24 The freedom of the Straits of Tiran and the Gulf
of Aqaba was assumed after the hostilities in 1956, particularly
by the United States,25 and the withdrawal of Israel from the
Sinai area was to some extent contingent on this assumption.
UAR's unilateral closure of the Straits in May 1967, was there-
fore a violation of the rights of Israel as well as of other states.2*
This act provided Israel with what the United States considered
to be a legitimate casus belli. The problem was essentially one
of free passage of shipping through the Straits. This was the
casus belli, and on this question the Americans were directly
involved owing to guarantees given by previous American gov-
ernments which they could not ignore.
UAR's action was, however, openly supported by the Soviet
Union which sought to exploit this opportunity to demonstrate
to the world its support for the "Arab cause** by dramatically
34 Walter Laqueur, The Israel Arab Reader: A Documentary History of
the Middle East Conflict (New York, 1969), p. 220. Hereafter cited as
Laqueur, Documentary History*
25 Secretary of State Dulles declared in an aide memoire to the Israeli
Ambassador on 11 February 1957 that: The United States believes that the
the Gulf of Aqaba comprehends international waters and that no nation
has the right to prevent free and innocent passage in the Gulf and through
the Straits giving access thereto" Department of State Bulletin, vol. 36.
11 March 1957, p. 387.
26 Nasser, however, held that Israel had no lawful navigational rights
in the Gulf of Aqaba, and that Israel's presence in the port of Eilat had
come into existence after the 1956 armistice agreements.   It was there-
fore within UAR's rights to ban navigation in the Straits of Tlran which
she considered to be part of her territorial waters. Al Ahram (Cairo),
24 May 1967.
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